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Commercial Fertilizers— 1 90 1
.
The last Legislature passed an Act amending and re-enacting
the old law of this State in relation to commercial fertilizers. The
new law takes effect May 2d, 1901. For the information of far-
mers, dealers and manufacturers, and for the purpose cf removing
any doubt that may remain in regard co this matter, it may be
stated that all brands of fertilizers registered for sale during this
year, up to and including the 2nd day of May, 1901, will be 3ar-
ried through the year under the provisions of the old law. Brands
of fertilizers which manufacturers desire to register for sale in the
State after May 2nd will be governed by the provisions of the new
law. The amendments to the old law were made at the request
of this Department in order to meet the changing conditions in
the fertilizer business, and a very general demand among the far-
mers of the State and those interested in the purchase of fertilizers
for information on the subject that was required by that statute.
It is believed that this law will serve very largely to promote the
interests of all such, and that at the same time it is altogether fair
to manufacturers and dealers in this commodity.
The new law embraces a number of marked improvements over
the old one, and among them may be mentioned the following:
No official sample is required of the manufacturer. In the bul-
letins of this Station that have been issued from time to t".me, we
have frequently had occasion to draw attention to the fact that
the manufacturers' official sample can never be any more than
the duplication of his affida\dt, both of which are submitted under
oath. If the affidavit is light the official sample ought to be right,
and vice versa. So the old Act simply required this Department
to devote a large amount of time and money in analyzing these
official samples, the results of which analyses, when obtained,
could serve no betier purpose than to show whether the sample
and affidavit agreed, and in as much as it is just about as easy
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to doctor a sample as it is to make an unfair affidavit, it will be
apparent at once that such results amounted to almost nothing,
although involving the expenditure of a large amount of time and
money that might have been devoted to the analysis of samples
found on sale in the State, which, after all, are the only materials
in which any one is very much interested, and but for the fact
that much effort was given to sampling and analyzing fertilizers
found on sale in the State, our work would have been largely
without avail.
The new law confines itself to the affidavit submitted by the
manufacturer, who may claim what he pleases so long as he sells
what he claims, and the money which was heretofore devoted to
the analysis of official samples will be used in analyzing sam-
ples of goods actually found on sale in the State or submitted by
farmers or purchasers of fertilizers. But while the manufacturer
is permitted to make such claims as he pleases in regard to his
goods on the conditions named, he is also required to furnish a
great deal of other information that was not required i:)y the old
law, but which as a matter of fact was of just as much importance,
and in many cases of even greater importance. He is required to
state not only the amount or per cent, of nitrogen, potash,
phosphoric acid, etc., hut also the materials from which these
Gonstitiients are derived, and form in which they exist in fertil-
izers. Under the old law he simply stated the amount of nitro-
gen, for example, and the farmer who purchased the fertilizer
had no way of ascertaining whether this quantity of nitrogen
existed as nitrate of soda, which would be immediately available
to crops, or as hoof parings, leather waste, tannery tankage, etc.,
which would lie in the soil almost indefinitely, becoming avail-
able so slowly that no one would ever know just what crop, if
any, was ever benefitted by it. We might enlarge upon the
importance or value of such additional information, but this must
be apparent at once to any one who ha? given the matter any con-
sideration. It is the manufacturer's affidavit that will hereafter
be printed on the tags, and this will, of course, contain the infor-
mation refered to, and it is for this reason that the tag required
by the statute to be affixed to every parcel or package of fertilizer
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that is offered for sale in this State is a matter of so much impor-
tance, and it is for this reason that this Department proposes to
enforce this provision of the statute to the letter. It is clearly
the intention of this act that purchasers of commercial fertilizers
shall, at the time of the purchase, be provided with this informa-
tion in regard to the composition of fertilizers, and to neglect to
affix the tags as requir.jd by the statute is simply to deprive the
purcnaser of this privilege, and this Department takes this occa-
sion to serve notice to all dealers or sellers -of commercial fertili-
zers that any neglect to have affixed conspicuously to every parcel
or package of commercial fertilizer offered or exposed for sale in
this State, the tag containing this information as required by the
statute, will be promptly reported to the prosecuting attorney of
the county in which the offense was committed.
Under the provisions of the old act the revenue necessary to con-
duct the inspection work, to make the analyses of the official sam-
ples and of samples submitted by farmers and purchasers of com-
mercial fertilizers in the State, was derived from the analysis fee
required to be paid at the time the brand was registered. Under
the new law, no official sample being required, no analysis is nec-
essary, and only a nominal registration fee of one dollar per brand
IS required, the necessary revenue for carrying the law into effect
being derived from the sale of tags, thus placing the matter on a
strictly tonnage basis, which alone can be fair to all parties con-
cerned. We are confident this change will provide many advan-
tages for purchasers of commercial fertilizers. It removes any ob-
stacles in the way of the introduction of any brand of commercial
fertihzer in this State. Under the old law the analysis fee for the
official. sample might amount to thirty dollars, and manufacturers
endeavored to introduce the smallest number of brands that would
meet the rpquirements of their trade in the State, and this analysis
fee was a barrier to any new firm trying to get a foothold in the
State. In a word, it tended to interfere with competition and to
give to those manufacturers who already had a market in any par-
ticular locality a monopoly of the fertilizer business in that section,
thus enabling them to charge what they pleased for their goods.
Under the new law there is no barrier in the way of competition.
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Any manufacturer may now register any brand he pleases for the
nominal sum of one dollar, and we are confident that the differ-
ences in the prices at which commercial fertilizers will be sold in this
State, as a result of the competition that will be promoted and stim-
ulated by the provisions of the new law, will be far greater than
the expenses incurred in the inspection and analysis of fertilizers,
as required by the law.
Again, there have been the greatest variety of brands of fertilizers
compounded with the greatest care for particular purposes, but
under the old law, with its analysis fee, these never found their
way into this State, and the purchasers of commercial fertilizers
were deprived of any .tdvantages to be obtained from the use of
such fertilizers. There is no longer anything in the way of the in-
troduction of any brand of commercial fertilizer into this State, and
the farmer will doubtless have not only thd advantage of the com-
petition just referred to, but also the advantage of a much larger
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